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Notes to reader: Unless quotation marks are used, all text is paraphrased. If you believe 
anything in these notes is inaccurate, please email us at 
documenters@signalakron.org with "Correction Request" in the subject line. 

 
 
   

Summary 
●​ Several businesses are opening or moving locations in Cuyahoga Falls, including a 

Sheetz location on Graham Road, an Akron Children’s  opening on Portage Trail, 
and Akron Polymer Solutions moving from Akron to Cuyahoga Falls. 

●​ Many streets are proposed to be resurfaced pending a vote from council. 
●​ There was $72.5 million in new investment in the city last year. 

  

Follow-Up Questions 
●​ What is the Merriman Valley Schumacher Community Reinvestment Area? Is there a 

certain incentive for building or leasing in this area?  
●​ What could the carry-over Community Development Block Grant funds be used for? 

What project were they left over from?  
 
Editor’s note: Learn more about the Merriman Valley Schumacher Community 
Reinvestment Area here. 

https://www.documenters.org/assignments/regular-meeting-12911/
mailto:documenters@signalakron.org
https://www.akronohio.gov/departments/planning_urban_development/merriman_valley_area_master_plan.php
https://www.akronohio.gov/departments/planning_urban_development/merriman_valley_area_master_plan.php


 

Notes:  
 
  
The Cuyahoga Falls City Council meeting (held at the Natatorium on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.) was called to order promptly and roll call was taken. All 
council members were present, along with Mayor Don Walters and other city employees. About 
10 people were in the audience.  
 
Ward 2 Council Member Susan Spinner started the meeting with an invocation, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Next, council reviewed new ordinances.  
 
New legislation 
Two resolutions would rezone land for business purposes. The first is to rezone an outdoor 
sales lot at 41 Steels Corners Road for Falls Investment Properties LLC/Valley Motors. The 
second is to rezone three land parcels, about 3.86 acres, on Wyoga Lake Road from rural 
neighborhood to an employment district. Alro Steel will complete an expansion of the 
manufacturing facility at 4787 State Road. There will be a public hearing about this rezoning 
request on March 17, at 6:30 p.m. in council chambers.  
 
Another resolution would carry over $707,317 in Community Development Block Grant funds 
from 2024 to the 2025 budget. 
 
A resolution to enter into a contract with GAI Consultants for the annual resurfacing and repair 
program which includes the following streets: 
 

https://www.cityofcf.com/city-council/your-council-contacts
https://www.cityofcf.com/city-council/your-council-contacts
https://www.cityofcf.com/sites/default/files/2025-01/1-27-25.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/41+W+Steels+Corners+Rd,+Cuyahoga+Falls,+OH+44223/@41.1813627,-81.5069384,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88312765b0c57345:0x546381abeaff28f!8m2!3d41.1813627!4d-81.5069384!16s%2Fg%2F11dzpv84qd?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wyoga+Lake+Rd,+Cuyahoga+Falls,+OH/@41.1823676,-81.4968742,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88312714a2ea218d:0x8402f8163f127ba2!8m2!3d41.1823676!4d-81.4942993!16s%2Fg%2F1wj_6p6k?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Alro+Steel,+Akron/@41.1470485,-83.5465109,8z/data=!4m10!1m2!2m1!1sAlro+Steel!3m6!1s0x8831274f5e9bc1df:0xfa446f162b10e2f0!8m2!3d41.1994632!4d-81.4976895!15sCgpBbHJvIFN0ZWVsIgOIAQGSARFzdGVlbF9kaXN0cmlidXRvcuABAA!16s%2Fg%2F1tznm_fn?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


 



 
 



The last resolution would allow the city to enter into an agreement with Northeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council (NOPEC) for the NOPEC Energized Community Grant this year for energy 
efficiency or infrastructure projects. 
 
Council moved to committee reports and voted in favor of several resolutions. Full resolutions 
here.  
 
The first is to enter into a contract with Flock Group, Inc. to provide and maintain traffic cameras 
at critical intersections, assisting safety forces in the enforcement of traffic laws and 
investigations. According to the ordinance, the city contracted with Flock Group in 2023 and is 
choosing to contract with them this year without competitive bidding. 
 
Council approved several contracts for road resurfacing. These projects are funded through the 
city’s Capital Projects Fund, according to the resolution. 

-​ Osborn Engineering was selected to resurface Bailey Road from Front Street to Graham 
Road. 

-​ GAI Consultants was selected to resurface Monroe Falls Avenue from Bailey Road to 
city limits. 

 
An amendment will be made to the “traffic control file” to include various stop signs, no parking 
signs, and a speed limit sign located in The Glens subdivision between Front Street and Second 
Street. 
 
The mayor will enter an agreement with the Ohio Attorney General Collection Enforcement 
Section to collect past due, unpaid fines and court costs for the Mayor’s Court. 
 
An addition to the nuisance code will add burdock, thistles, leafy spurge, field bindweed, tree of 
heaven, sumac, and bamboo to the list of plants considered nuisances on private property.  
 
Another resolution will establish the boundaries of the Merriman Valley Schumacher Community 
Reinvestment Area. Here is a snapshot of the mapped area.  

https://www.cityofcf.com/sites/default/files/2025-01/1-27-25.pdf
https://www.cityofcf.com/sites/default/files/2025-01/1-27-25.pdf


 
 
The next committee meetings will be held on Feb. 3 starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Full copies of these resolutions can be found here. 
 
Deputy Fire Chief Matt Kee gave an update on the firefighters’ memorial being constructed in 
front of Station 1. Kee said there have been some delays on the project due to 
higher-than-expected costs and other factors. He said he expects the project to wrap up this 
summer. Kee thanked Ward 5 Council Member Michael Brillhart for purchasing the city’s antique 
fire trucks, which are now owned by the Cuyahoga Falls Fire Fighter Memorial Foundation. 
 
https://fallsfirememorial.org/members-of-the-board/  
 
Next, Community Development Director Diana Colavecchio discussed the year-end economics 
report, comparing progress from 2023 to 2024. Here are key takeaways: 

●​ 264 new jobs have come to the city 
●​ $72.5 million worth of new investment in the city, down from 2023 

https://www.cityofcf.com/sites/default/files/2025-01/1-13-25%20Council%20Agenda.pdf
https://fallsfirememorial.org/members-of-the-board/
https://www.cityofcf.com/departments/community-development


●​ Akron Children’s has broken ground for a medical center on Portage Trail 
●​ Akron Polymer Solutions has moved to its new location on Wyoga Lake Road from the 

city of Akron 
●​ Black Dog Baking is renovating its new location on Graham Road (used to be inside 

HiHo Brewery) 
●​ Caring for Kids, formerly located in the old BMV building on Graham Road, is now in a 

new location on Graham Road Circle. Colavecchio said jobs were preserved. 
●​ Ohio Kids Dental submitted plans to renovate the former Family Video on Bailey Road 
●​ 7 Brew Coffee opened on Howe Avenue 
●​ The Glens Townhome project on South Front Street has started 
●​ There will be a new Sheetz at 650 Graham Road 
●​ Ohio Brewing has been bought by Burntwood and Leo’s and will reopen as a restaurant 

 
Finance Director Bryan Hoffman gave a report on 2024 finances. He said the city ended the 
year with about a $25.5 million balance, the highest in the city’s history. Income tax was up 5.1% 
over 2023, a $1.86 balance for construction and maintenance leaves some room for purchasing 
road salt, revenue for both the Natatorium and Waterworks were up, and the self-insurance fund 
had $8.3 million in expenses including increases in hospitalizations and prescription drug costs, 
said Hoffman. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m.  

 
 
 

https://www.cityofcf.com/departments/finance
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