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Summary

Residents say no new businesses on the Vernon Odom Corridor get support from
the city in Ward 3. Businesses have participated in The Great Street Program, but
they had to apply for funding.

Akron City Council President Margo Sommerville said she is aware that the city
needs to do more work supporting new businesses; they know the challenges
businesses face, especially minority businesses. She also pointed out that several
businesses have received city support.

Ward 5 residents complained to Council about Uncle Mike’s Lounge which
recently opened on Seiberling Street in East Akron. Owners told the council that
they have followed all the rules for their establishment, including hiring security to
patrol outside on the weekends, but people keep calling the police. See this 19
News report for more information.

Follow-Up Questions

What else can Uncle Mike’s do regarding complaints being made.
Why hasn’t the city supported new businesses in Ward 37 Is it just because The
Great Streets Program is offering funding?

Notes

The Akron City Council meeting came to order at 6:30 p.m.


https://www.documenters.org/assignments/regular-council-meeting-remote-option-12418/
mailto:documenters@signalakron.org
https://akronohio.gov/cms/news/4ef18da881e5946f/index.html
https://www.cleveland19.com/2024/11/27/some-akron-neighbors-voice-safety-nuisance-concerns-around-new-bar-lounge/
https://www.cleveland19.com/2024/11/27/some-akron-neighbors-voice-safety-nuisance-concerns-around-new-bar-lounge/

e The following members were present
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Jeff Fusco- At-large/ vice president

Linda Omobien- At-large

Eric Garrett- At-large

Samuel DeShazior- Ward 1

Phil Lombardo- Ward 2

Margo Sommerville- Ward 3/ president of council
Jan Davis- Ward 4

Johnnie Hannah- Ward 5

Brad McKitrick- Ward 6/president pro-tem
Donnie Kammer- Ward 7

Bruce Bolden- Ward 8

Tina Boyes- Ward 9

Sharon Connor- Ward 10

e Motion to approve minutes from previous meeting passed 13 to 0

e PUBLIC COMMENT

o

Each person is allowed three minutes to speak.

m Aresident of Ward 5 spoke about issues at Uncle Mike's. She
frequents the establishment and fully supports the business and
disagrees with the local residents' complaints of loud music and
shots fired.

m The co-owner of Uncle Mike’s is looking for answers from council
on what to do next regarding the local complaints against his
establishment. He said Uncle Mike’s has done everything they can
to ensure there is more help by hiring security guards.

m A resident from Ward 3 said the area is being “redlined and
discriminated against.” He saidWard 3 has not had a new minority
business with the assistance of the city for over 30 years. He called
out Ward 3 Council Member Margo Sommerville for being on
council for roughly 10 years and not providing any assistance.

m An Akron resident spoke about the police shooting death of
15-year-old Jazmir Tucker.



https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/PublicAccess/api/Document/AbvW6p5K6TSVU4gfzlSDXZ5Pxg4Pn4i2W%C3%81S1kF%C3%89jxCfp7c%C3%89Uti8EqvxyUcLnxJrgQyMOSv8lOWvebGGSHNwpuNQ%3D/
https://www.instagram.com/unclemikeslounge/
https://signalakron.org/how-will-the-investigation-of-the-fatal-shooting-of-15-year-old-jazmir-tucker-unfold/

e CONSENT AGENDA
o Passed13to0

e NEW LEGISLATION

o Budget & Finance
m Time was granted for an ordinance amending ordinance number
110-2024 passed March 25, 2024, to establish the annual
appropriation for the current expenses, other expenditures and the
capital outlays of the City of Akron for the fiscal year ending Dec.
31,2024.
m Item 1 and Item 2 were both placed on the consent agenda.
o Planning & Economic Development
m Time was granted for [tem 3
m |tem 4 was placed on the consent agenda
m Item 5 was referred to the regular agenda for the next committee
and council meetings.
m ltems 6-9 were also placed on the consent agenda

e Garrett applauded the owners of Uncle Mike’s for putting together and
implementing a business plan. He said they have his support and the support of
their ward council member. “You are going to have haters... You have our full
support, | just want you to know that, and continue to do what you are doing,” he
said to the co-owner in the audience.

e Sommerville said minority businesses in Ward 3 are not the only businesses in
the ward not receiving support from the city. She said there are businesses that
participated in The Great Street Program to receive funding, such as Roush’s
Market and LJ Audio. “Just for the record, there are businesses that have
received support from the city.” She acknowledged the challenges and pointed
out the creation of the Black Chamber of Commerce.

e Meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.


https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Meetings/ViewMeeting?id=612&doctype=1
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20%20().pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41041&publishId=85201&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20%20().pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41041&publishId=85201&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20%20().pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41027&publishId=85202&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20%20().pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41028&publishId=85203&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20%20().pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41028&publishId=85203&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20ORDINANCE%20declaring%20certain%20improvements%20to%20real%20prope.pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41030&publishId=85205&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20ORDINANCE%20authorizing%20the%20Mayor%2c%20or%20his%20designee%2c.pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41031&publishId=85206&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://onlinedocs.akronohio.gov/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFile/Supporting%20Document%20for%20-%20%20().pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=612&itemId=41032&publishId=85207&isSection=False&isAttachment=True
https://www.facebook.com/RoushsMarket/
https://www.facebook.com/RoushsMarket/
https://ljaudiousa.com/

