




The Castle Hall Building, 57 E Market St, and the Lane-Dodge Block, 59 E Market St, are located on the north side of 
East Market Street in downtown in Akron, Ohio. Both buildings fully fill their sites and share a party wall between the 
two structures. There is a vacant lot to the west of the Castle Hall. The Lane-Dodge building sits at the northwest 
corner of Market and High Streets. Prior to 1980, a doorway was cut in the party wall between the two buildings at all 
levels so that the Lane-Dodge Building could make use of the stairway in the Castle Hall Building and the two first 
floor retail spaces could be leased together.  In 2004, the first floor of both buildings were rehabilitated for restaurant 
use, and more punched openings were cut in the party wall.  The second floor of Castle Hall has two apartments, and 
the third floor, a former lodge hall, has been adapted for both office and apartment use in recent years.  The first 
floors and third floor are currently vacant. The second floor and third floors of the Lane-Dodge Building have office 
spaces off of a single loaded corridor, that have been adapted for residential use in recent years. 
The proposed project will include both the Castle Hall Building and the Lane-Dodge Building.  The first floor will not 
have architectural changes except for new punched openings in the west wall to connect the buildings to a new six 
story building planned for the vacant lot. The new building, is on a separate parcel, but will provide an elevator and 
code compliant egress stairways for the Castle Hall Building. The first floor of the both buildings will have updated 
finishes for a new restaurant tenant. The third floor lodge hall will be adapted for use as a concert venue.   The second 
floor of both buildings will remain residential use, and third floor of the Lane-Dodge Building will be adapted for 
support space for the adjacent Castle Hall.    The first floor of the new structure will serve as a lobby and support 
space for the concert hall and the first floor restaurant. The upper floors of the new structure will have new 
residential apartments. The buildings have low slope roofs with parapets at the street façades, and a gutter at the 
back.  The roof system is in fair condition. There is an existing roof deck on the Lane-Dodge Building that is accessed 
from the Castle Hall building. No work is planned for the roof system or the roof deck. The brick work will be 
repointed. Open and deteriorated mortar joints will be repointed with new mortar.  The mortar will be specifically 
formulated to match the historic in color, permeability, and compressive strength.  The joints that need repointing 
will be cut carefully without damage to the adjacent brick or widening of the joints.  New mortar will be tooled to 
match the texture of the existing.  Approximately 70% of the joints in the façades will need repointing.  The stone 
joints will be repointed in the same manner. Work will not damage the buildings, and will match the historic 
appearance.  Mortar will not overfill the joints or extend over the face of the brick or stone.  The north elevation will 
be repainted. 
The Castle Hall building has original historic windows at the second and third floors on the front and rear facades. 
There are ill fitting storm windows on the exterior that only cover the lower sash.  The Lane-Dodge Building does not 
have any historic windows.  The windows in this building are newer single pane fixed sash with aluminum frames. The 
historic windows will be retained and restored.  The ill fitting storm windows will be removed.  New narrow profile 
storm windows will be installed.  They will be custom size aluminum with a painted finish, Allied (manufactured in 
Ohio) Brand. They will fully fit the openings. Divisions in the storm windows will align with those in the historic 
windows.  Glass will be clear and non-reflective. New windows will be installed in the historic openings in the Lane- 
Dodge Building.  They will fully fit the openings, and be installed in the same plane as they would have been 
historically. They will be clad wood double hung windows with a painted finish.  They will be 1 over 1 sash.  Glass will 
be clear and non-reflective. The storefronts and exterior doors date from the 2004 restaurant construction.  No work 
is proposed for the storefront or exterior doors.  
The first floor retail space was rehabilitated in 2004 for restaurant use.  It retains its open plan, with only a few 
partitions at the rear of the space for the kitchen and restrooms. The third floor of the Castle Hall Building is a two-
story open space with Eastlake style trusses at the ceiling. At the rear of this third floor the space is subdivided into 
smaller rooms, which have been reconfigured several times in the buildings 100 year history.  At the front of the third 
floor hall is a low platform with a small conference room to one side of new gypsum board construction.  No changes 
in the partitions are proposed for the first floor restaurant space, except for cutting punched openings in the west 
wall in order to access the stairway and elevator. The third floor hall will retain its open space and the ornate trusses.  
The rear spaces will be reconfigured for new restrooms to serve the assembly use of the hall space.  The platform will 
be retained, the partition will be removed, and the steps will be relocated to the side. The third floor of the Lane-
Dodge Building will be reconfigured for support space for the Hall.  All new partitions will be smooth finished gypsum 
board, painted.  New partitions will not interfere with historic window and door openings. No changes are proposed 
for the second floor. No changes are planned for the existing stairways . There are no historic doors on the first floor. 
There are newer entry doors at the second floor landing leading to the apartments. The third floor of the Castle Hall 
Building has two pairs of tall ornate doors at the rear of the main space.  The are in good condition with a painted 












