




The Akron Beacon Journal Building at 44 East Exchange Street takes up most of a city block in Akron, Ohio, and is an L-
shaped in plan, three story, limestone and blond brick, Art Deco-influenced building.  Total square footage of the 
building is 204,335 SF.  It is a rare example of Art Deco-influenced architecture in the region and is considered an 
endangered building.  There will be new construction of a 71,785 sf building for this project. 
 
The proposed work includes Total Project Investment of nearly $52.2 million, and supports re-programming of the 
buildings to .  The proposed work includes 
work on the rear side of the building (on the south side): (1) select removal of the 1985 additions to the building that 
date to outside the Period of Significance; (2) select removal of the 1954 section over the alley (retaining the north 
façade and 2 column lines south); and (3) reintroduction of the historically large masonry openings for windows along 
the south elevation of the 1930 section. There will be new construction of a building which has commercial space on 
the ground floor and three floors of residential. 
 
Elevations, General 
The 1930 elevations (west, north, and south), 1954 elevations (north and east), and the 1930 tower will be retained.  
Where they previously existed, punched window openings will be re-introduced to the 1930 south elevation. 
 
The south addition from 1985 will retain its east, south, and west elevations, except the 1985 limestone facing at the 
east elevation will be removed.  New punched window openings will be introduced into the east, south, and west 
elevations of the 1985 south addition. 
 
The 1985 footprint expansion to the west of the 1954 section will be removed and new punched window openings 
will be introduced into the repaired 1954 west elevation. 
 
New punched window openings will be introduced into the alley elevations where a select section of the 1954 second 
floor will be removed over the alley (retaining the north façade and 2 column lines south). 
 
Masonry 
Isolated joints have deteriorated or missing mortar and will be cut and re-pointed with appropriate mortar.  Isolated 
bricks are damaged or missing and will be repaired and replaced in kind to match the existing.  Isolated stones are 
damaged and will be repaired with appropriate, compatible materials such as dutchmen or appropriate compatible 
stone patching material(s).  Gentle water wash is proposed. 
 
Exterior Ornamental Features 
Metal components, including plaques and ornamented spandrel panels, will be retained, repaired, and gently 
cleaned.  The two levels of digital banding at the tower will remain. 
 
Windows 
The existing replacement windows at the 1930 section north and west elevations, 1930 tower, and at the 1954 
section north elevation, will remain, and be repaired, painted, and new sealant at the perimeter provided. 
 
The 1930 south elevation will receive window openings and fenestration that had existed before the construction of 
the parking garage to the south in c1959, when the masonry openings on this elevation were infilled.  Additional 
openings will also be provided on the second floor elevation above the alley (see below). 
 
The original steel windows on the second floor of the 1954 east elevation will remain, and be repaired, painted, and 
new sealant at the perimeter provided.  Existing glass will be replaced with clear, non-reflective vacuum glass. 
 
The original steel windows on the first floor of the 1954 east elevation will be replaced.  New windows at this location 
will match the existing fenestration and feature clear, non-reflective insulated glass, and additional windows will be 
introduced into the granite base below to allow light into the units below grade.  The additional windows will align 
with the existing window openings above them (at the first floor). 
 












